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paratory to the sacrament which he administered, and preached 
his last sermon on the first Sahbath in February, 1784, and was 
persuaded by his friends to give up all attention to his minis- 
terial labors, and retire among his friends for the recovery of his 
health ; . . . having already experienced great benefit by two 
preaching journeys to the Southern States, he thought it his 
duty to make one more trial. 

On the 37th of May, he set out in a carriage, being so feeble 
as to be unable to ride on horseback; . . ■ . was thirty- nine 
days on the journey; was able to converse but little. On the 
4th of July, finding his strength so sensibly fail as to be con- 
vinced that riding would no longer be of service, he put up at 
Colonel (Abraham) Bird's, on the Shenandoah, in Virginia, 
from whom and his family he received paternal kindness; . . . 
died August 3, 1784, and was buried in the burjdng ground in 
the vicinity. He directed that a sermon should be preached, and 
that his body should be interred without any affectation of show 
or parade; and that the extraordinary expense attending their 
mode of burial {i. e., in Virginia) should be distributed among 
the poor in the neighborhood. "Oh! let me die now; it is so 
pleasant to be with Christ!" He spoke to his wife, and said, 
"Farewell, my dear; I believe that I am going!" He dictated, 
in July, 1784, a letter to his parents, in which he expressed his 
trust in God, and committed his wife to their care. 



A SBEVANT IN ENGLAND TO HIS MASTEE IN VIR- 
GINIA.* 

from Okingham : The first of October, 1643. 

Loving and Christian friend and Maister, having any oppor- 
tunity to returne such thankes as yo"" former kindnesses may 
justly vindicate, I willingly imbrace it, notwithstanding the 
distance of place between us, desiring to bee mindfuU of yo" 
and yours, and though I shall not nor indeed can not make a 
sufficient requitall for yo'' undeserved favours, yet I am not nor 
I hope never shall forget them. I must further ingage myselfe 
to yo", and intreating yo" to sell of my plantacon for money if 
yo" can: or elce for tobacco, but that is worth little. I have 

* Recorded in Lower Norfolk county, Va. 



244 William and Mart College Quarterly. 

sent many letters to yo", and a token of my Love, but I never 
heard of yo'' receiving any one, onely one letter, w"'' doth not a 
little greive mee. the first yeare I could not oompasse to send 
those things w"^ I promised, onely a small Token I sent to my 
loving Mistres a pare of cordivarit gloves. The second yeare 
I received a letter w'^'' putt mee in mynd of those former prom- 
ises and ingagements that w"" the ten shillings due to the parson 
I payd to M'' Wake, and a Calfes Mawe (?) I left at M' Wakes 
to bee sent, and I would have payd that money w"^ was due to 
yo" for the tobacco w* yo" payd for mee to Thomas Brittaine. 
Here is but little news thats good in England all in a Combus- 
tion, w* I doubt not but yo" are fully acquainted with. I desire 
to bee remembered to all my friends, and likewyse to heare from 
yo", and thus, with my kynd love to yo'selfe and to my sweet 
mistress, I committ yo" to the proteccon of the AUmighty to 
whome my desire for yo" is that he would ble?se yo" w* all 
spirituall blessing abundantly in Christ Jesus, and together with 
yo" all the whole plantaeon, and rest 

Yo'® to command, John Ndtkind. 

For my plantaeon, if yo" shall thinke fitt, because Richard Kempe 
desires the purchasing of me I shall be willing if he will give as 
much as another, I am content. I expect from him, the which 
if yo" receive it, I would entreat yo" to satisfy y''selfe and send 
mee the Eemaynder. I have heard of Thomas Brittaine coming 
into England, but never heard from him by Robert Taylor; he 
is well, and desires to bee remembered to yo" and his Attorney, 
M''. Lambert. 

And for my heifer yo" may keep it and make sale of it whether 
yo" please, and likewyse I desire to have it specially ; and because 
I heare of yo" comeing home, w"^ I should be very JoyfuU once 
more to see yo'' faces I would entreat yo" to send by M'' Price, 
my good friend. 

Indorsaf To his much respected friend, M' William Julian,* 
dwelling in Elizabeth River, give these, I pray. 

* Capt. William Julian came to Virginia in 1609. In 1625 he was 
living at Elizabeth City, aged forty-three. He was one of the early 
justices of Lower Norfolk county. His will was dated April 14, 1657, 
according to which he appears to have died childless, as he leaves his 
property to the children of his wife Sarah by a former marriage with 
William Shipp, viz. : William, Mary, Francis, Matthew and Anne Shipp. 



